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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-10, 14-21 , 23-24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Varveris (US 6,249,277). 

With respect to claim 1, Varveris discloses, an ergonomic pointing device 
(strap-type finger stylus, 10 in fig. 1) manipulated by a finger of a user (20 in fig. 1) to 
initiate an action in a device, comprising: a holder (strap, 11 in fig. 1) adapted to be 
mounted on at least a portion of the finger (24 in fig. 1 ) of the user (col. 3, lines 60-65; 
and col. 4, lines 1 1-14); a pointing implement (12 in fig. 1); and a means connected with 
the holder for mounting the pointing implement on the holder (14,15 in fig. 1), wherein 
the user manipulates the finger to urge the pointing implement into contact with the 
device to initiate the action (col. 2, lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 2, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) further 
includes an end portion that tapers to a point (13 in fig. 1, while not a sharp point 13 is a 
point nonetheless) and the user manipulates the finger (20 in fig. 1) to urge the end 
portion of the pointing implement into contact with the device (col. 2, lines 8-15) to 
initiate the action (col. 1, lines 6-13). 
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With respect to claim 3, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) comprises 
an implement selected from the group consisting of a stylus (col. 4, lines 4-6), a writing 
implement, a needle, a pin, a needle, and a tooth pick. 

With respect to claim 4, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) is urged 
into contact with a component carried by the device (col. 2, lines 8-15) and the 
component is selected from the group consisting of a touch-sensitive display (col. 1, 
lines 6-13), a touch-sensitive cursor pad, and a switch. 

With respect to claim 5, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) is a 
selected one of fixedly mounted on the holder or removable mounted on the holder (col. 
4, lines 4-10). 

With respect to claim 6, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) is movable 
in the holder (col. 4, lines 4-10). 

With respect to claim 7, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 1) is movable 
on the holder (1 1 in fig. 1) between an engaged position (fig. 2) wherein the pointing 
implement is positioned to make the contact with the device to initiate the action and a 
non-engaged position (fig. 1) wherein the pointing implement is not positioned to make 
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contact with the device (col. 4, lines 4-10 details the movable positioning of the pointing 
implement, also note the difference in engaged and non-engaged in figures 1 and 2). 

With respect to claim 8, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the holder (60 in fig. 10) comprises a sleeve 
(61 in fig. 10) and the holder is mounted to the finger by inserting the finger through the 
sleeve (fig. 10, col. 5, lines 20-24). 

With respect to claim 9, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement is disposable (col. 4, 
lines 4-6 details a wooden stylus rod, wood is inherently disposable). 

With respect to claim 10, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the pointing implement is recyclable (col. 4, 
lines 4-6 details a wooden stylus rod, wood in inherently recyclable). 

With respect to claim 14, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the means for mounting the pointing implement 
(12 in fig. 8) to the holder comprises a holster (41 in fig. 8) connected with the holder 
(43,44 in fig. 8) and adapted to receive the pointing implement (holster is equivalent to 
the fabric, 41 in fig. 8, see col. 5, lines 5-13). 

With respect to claim 15, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the holster (41 in fig. 8) is fixedly connected 
with the holder (47 in fig. 8; col. 5, lines 5-13). 

With respect to claim 16, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 15 (see above), wherein the holster (41 in fig. 8) is fixedly connected 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,919 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2629 

with the holder (43,44 in fig. 8) using a thread (note the threaded/adhesive hem 
connections of the two pieces (47), also see col. 5, lines 5-13) 

With respect to claim 17, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 15 (see above), wherein the holster (35 in fig. 6) is removably 
connected with the holder (32 in fig. 5) using a clip (figs. 5-7 detail a removable clip 
holster, that is adapted to receive the stylus, also see col. 4, lines 56-66). 

With respect to claim 18, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 8) is 
movable on the holder between an engaged position wherein the pointing implement is 
positioned to make the contact with the device to initiate the action and a non-engaged 
position (col. 2, lines 7-1 5) wherein the pointing implement is not positioned to make 
contact with the device (col. 4, lines 4-10 detail the movable positioning of the pointing 
implement, also note col. 5, lines 11-13). 

With respect to claim 19, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 8) is 
removably mounted on the holder (col. 5, lines 11-13). 

With respect to claim 20, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the holster (35 in fig. 6) further includes a 
resistance element (49a in fig. 5) in contact with the holster and the pointing implement 
and operative to retain the pointing implement in an arbitrary position in the holster until 
the user moves the pointing implement to a new position in the holster (col. 4, lines 64- 
66). 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,919 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2629 

With respect to claim 21 , Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing element (12 in fig. 8) further 
includes a resistance element (48 in fig. 8) in contact with the holster (41 in fig. 8) and 
the pointing implement are operative to retain the pointing implement in an arbitrary 
position in the holster until the user moves the pointing implement to a new position in 
the holster (col. 5, lines 9-13). 

With respect to claim 23, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 5) is 
disposable (col. 4, lines 4-6 details a wooden stylus rod, wood is inherently disposable). 

With respect to claim 24, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 5) is 
recyclable (col. 4, lines 4-6 details a wooden stylus rod, wood in inherently recyclable). 

With respect to claim 27, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above), wherein the pointing implement (12 in fig. 5) is 
movable in the holder (col. 4, lines 4-10). 

3. Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jacobs (US 36,652). 

With respect to claim 1 , Jacobs discloses, an ergonomic pointing device (pen 
holder in fig. 1) manipulated by a finger of a user to initiate an action in a device (col. 2, 
2 nd para.), comprising: a holder (A in fig. 2) adapted to be mounted on at least a portion 
of the finger of the user (col. 1 , 3 rd para.); a pointing implement (pen in fig. 2); and a 
means connected with the holder for mounting the pointing implement on the holder (B 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,919 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2629 

in fig. 2), wherein the user manipulates the finger to urge the pointing implement into 
contact with the device (the device is equivalent to either the paper in fig. 1 , journal in 
fig. 2, or the canvas in fig. 3) to initiate the action (the action being initiated in this case 
is writing (placement of ink)). 

With respect to claim 13, Jacobs discloses, an ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above), wherein the holder (A in fig. 2) is a component selected 
from the group consisting of a finger cot and a finger splint (Applicant seems to be 
specifying the holders of types seen in Applicant's figs. 4 and 16. Jacobs discloses just 
such a closed ended holder in column 2, paragraph 1 .). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Varveris 
(US 6,249,277) in view of Knowles et al. (US 2002/0126104). 

With respect to claim 11, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above). 

Varveris does not expressly disclose that the ergonomic pointing device is 
sterilized (col. 4, lines 4-6 discloses a rigid rubber stylus and use of hook and loop 
material for the strap. Sterilization of these materials is well founded and commonly 
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practiced in environments where sterilization was necessary at the time of the 
invention.) 

Knowles discloses constructing a touch pad interface that can withstand 
aggressive sterilization procedures (para. 4, lines 1-4, also note para. 11). 

Knowles and Varveris are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor namely touch screen interfaces. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to sterilize the pointing device of Varveris as taught by Knowles. 

The motivation for doing so would have been, to eliminate any contaminants from 
the device when use occurs in a sterile environment. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Knowles with Varveris to 
sterilize the pointing device to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 1 . 
6. Claims 12 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Varveris (US 6,249,277). 

With respect to claim 12, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 1 (see above). 

Varveris does not expressly disclose that the holder is mounted on the finger 
using an adhesive connected with the holder. 

As shown above in the rejection of claim 17, Varveris teaches mounting the 
holder to the user's finger. Varveris proposes accomplishing the mounting using 
VELCRO. It is the Examiner's position that the specific use of an adhesive to mount the 
holder to the user's finger is merely a design choice brought on by a user preference. 
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As such it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to mount the holder 
to the user's finger with an adhesive. 

With respect to claim 22, Varveris discloses, the ergonomic pointing device as 
set forth in claim 14 (see above) comprising: a means for locking the pointing implement 
in a user preferred position in the holster (48 in fig. 8, col. 5, lines 9-13; Varveris' 
serrations are equivalent to the Applicant's o-ring (18o in fig. 11) that enables locking). 

While Varveris does not explicitly disclose the use of the serrated stylus rod with 
the second, holster, embodiment (figs. 5-7) it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the serrated stylus rod of the third embodiment (fig. 8) in 
the holster embodiment. The motivation would have been to provide a stronger more 
frictioned fit within the holster clip. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Holton (US 2,921,590) discloses using adhesive to mount a 
finger brush to a user's finger. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Will Boddie whose telephone number is (571) 272-0666. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 - 4:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571 ) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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